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well as personality; but she was content,, or rather
she delighted by self-effacement to give the field up
to her eager and busy husband, and to encourage
and help him in every fad and every whim as well
as in his praiseworthy endeavour to live a life in
which piety might be combined with intelligence
and public service with artistic insight,
Mary Evelyn, was the daughter of Sir Richard
Browne, who for nearly twenty years was resident
at the French Court. He managed to provide an
asylum in Paris for Protestants, his house became a
centre of refuge for exiles who continued to support
the Church of England, and ordinations were
actually celebrated in his chapel.
An eloquent appreciation of Sir Richard Browne's
character and abilities is contained in Evelyn's dedi-
catory letter to him, which was published with his
essay on Public Employment Preferred to Solitude,, 1667.
After describing Sir Richard's public services as
Ambassador and his championship of the Church of
England, the letter proceeds;
"Amidst your busy employments for the concern of
States, arid the interest of Kingdoms, you still held
correspondence with the Muses and conversation
with letters; so as what others know but at a great
distance and by reflection only, you derive from the
fountains themselves and have beheld what has
passed in the world from, the very summit of Olym-
pus: thus Xcnophon, Thucydides, Polybius, C&sar,
Tacitus conceal nothing from you who arc a critic
both in the Greek and Latin tongues, as well as in all
the modern languages: to these 1 might add the
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